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, FOR 


The Week ending the 29th May 1875. 


The Pratidhwans of the 15th May, in an article of considerable length on 
“Race Antagonism,” makes the following observations :—The existence of 
good feelings, however desirable, between two such nations as the English 
and natives of lndia, seems almost impossible when we consider their mutual 
relations and their respective interests. Whetherin commerce, or in employ- 
ment under the Government, the interests of the one clash with those of the 


other race. The establishment of cloth-mills in the Bombay Presidency by - 


natives has interfered with the profits of the merchants of Manchester, and 
has called forth their bitter enmity. The mutual jealousy in regard to public 
appointments is also well known. The case is the same in all other matters. 
- The proud and selfish character of the English on the one hand, and a grow- 
ing sense of liberty among the natives on the other, coupled with the fact that 
the two races stand respectively in the relation of conquerors and conquered, 
preclude all possibility of any real friendly feelings between them. ‘The 
necessity of union and friendly relations may be expatiated on in lectures and 
addresses, but the time is distant which will see the accomplishment of these 
facts. 


2. The Burrisal Bartabaha of the 12th May observes, in an article on the 
** Bill for the Prevention of Agrarian Disturbances,” that though it is doubtless 
gratifying to hear that the Government is desirous of adopting measures for 
‘ the prevention of these disturbances and the safe realization of rents justly 
due to the zemindars, a little consideration will show the injurious conse- 
quences that are most likely to be produced by such action on the part of the 
authorities. An impression has been gradually gaining ground that there is 
not a single measure adopted by the British Government which has not for its 
object some advantage tothe rulers, and it is naturally feared that the present 
Bill will be no exception to the general rule. Moreover, the Government 
appears to manifest a too hasty desire to pass it into law. This is unwise. 
Much timely deliberation is required, and free discussion should be invited on 
the Bill from all parties concerned. In our opinion, though some sort of 


Government interference has indeed become necessary from the recurrence of | 


these agrarian disturbances, still, instead of a law like the proposed one, it 


would be infinitely better to revive the system of Panchdyets, and leave to — 


them the task of adjudicating these rent disputes, which the local experience 
of the members will enable them to do with success. 


3. The Hindu Ranjika of the 19th May writes the following in an 
editorial on the present state of the country under the British rule:—The 
editor observes that the country has made considerable advance in her 
commerce during the past hundred years. The people are enjoying the 
blessings of peace and education. This latter privilege has opened their 
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eyes to their advantages, and they have now learnt to speak out. Itisa 
gratifying effect of the education imparted to them by a liberal Government, 
and not, as is frequently alleged, a consequence of their ingratitude, that 
natives are almost constantly calling for reforms in the present defective | 
system of administration. One of the injurious consequences of educating | 
the whole body, without any distinction of caste or calling, has been that 
employments have become extremely scarce owing to the large number of | 
candidates; while, from the ruin of many useful and industrial arts and 
professions, means of livelihood can now be procured only after considerable 
difficulty. Another fact patent to everybody, and which is to be attributed 
to the peculiar character of the English rule, is that the country is becoming 
gradually impoverished by the withdrawal of its wealth to England. The 
gain of the foreigners is spent in their own country. The attention of 
Government is drawn to this subject. 


4. The Rajshahye Samachar of the 19th May observes, in reference 
to the Bill for the prevention of Agrarian Disturbances, that Act VIII of 1869 
should be carefully revised in connection with the measure now proposed, - 
for without the former the latter will be of no use. The summary proce- 
dure adopted in the Bill will be productive of much injustice to the parties 


‘ concerned. The intrinsic difficulty of the subject, and the undue haste 


betrayed by the Legislature in passing the Bill, preclude us from hoping that, 
unless amendments are made in Act VIII of 1869, agrarian . disturbances 
will be checked, and that justice will be done to the zemindars or the ryots. 


5. The following is from the Amrita Bazar Patrika of the 20th May 
on the new Rent Bill. Our present Lieutenant-Governor is a very quiet man. 
The people have a firm conviction that he will not do them any serious harm. 
If a Bill like the present one had been introduced into the Bengal Council in 
the time of Sir George Campbell, all Bengal would have been by this time 
thrown into a state of profound agitation. Compared with this, the Munici- 
palities’ Bill would be nowhere, and we could even forget the new Criminal 
Procedure Code. If the present Bill be passed into law, it will be a signal for 
the immediate outbreak of a fearful rebellion in Bengal. Far from inducing 
the desired good feelings between the zemindars and their tenantry, it will 
rather cause the utter extermination of the one, or the other class. More 
success might have been expected had the cause of difference between the land- 
lord and his tenantry been only a disputed rent-rate or a standard of measure- 
ment. But besides these two, the agrarian disturbances might be attributed to 
other causes, which will now be rather aggravated than removed by the present 
Bill. Sir George Campbell has left a conviction in the minds of the ryots, which 
daily gains strength by the decisions in the law-courts, that the Government 
is partial towards them. The judges, in almost all cases for arrears of rent, | 
decree only the sum admitted by the ryots ; the accounts and other evidences, 
except registered pottahs and kabuliyats adduced by the zemindars, are not 
accepted. Another fact worthy of notice is, that long subjection to the 
zemindars has at last wrought euch a re-action in the minds of the tenants 
that it has become well nigh impossible to keep them any longer in order, even 
by the operation of the most stringent laws ; so that they are now sure to 
be excited by any laws, favorable or adverse to them, which the Government 
may choose to enact. We firmly believe that, from the day the proposed 
law takes effect, the rebellion of the tenantry will commence. It may not be 
simultaneous throughout the province, or even over a whole district; but from 
the day the law is enforced, the way for such risings will be laid open. The 
tenantry will hardly wait to examine the purport of the law, or to think 


( 8 ) 


of the consequences of rebellion. Those in Kastern Bengal sincerely believed 
that the object of Lord Northbrook’s visit to Dacca was only to establish 
a fixed rate of rent ; of this delusion they could not be disabused even by 
the Commissioner of Dacca. The passing of the present Bill may 
also be similarly construed. Designing people will probably mislead the 
tenantry, and they will refuse to pay what is due to the zemindars. The 
decision of the Collector, however consistent with law, will fail to satisfy 


both parties. Ifthe ryots win, agrarian disturbances will spread like wild-. 
fire all over Bengal; if the zemindars, the ryots will be harassed and ruined 
by continual litigation ; and if neither party is satisfied, tenantry riots will 


continue to exist as before. We do not see what good will come of entrust- 
ing the Collectors with the task of adjudicating these rent disputes. More- 
over, the existence of ‘‘ serious disputes” alone is supposed to require the 
intervention of the Collector. Now this expression “ serious disputes’ is 
vague and ambiguous, and will occasion much trouble to the parties 
concerned. It will be extremely difficult on the part of the Collector to lay 
down a fixed rent-rate for any pergunnah, owing to the different charac- 


- teristics of the soil in different parts. By investing this officer with summary 


powers, Government will but create another cause of discontent, and bring 
ruin on the one or the other of the parties concerned. 


6. The Hducation Gazette of the 2lst May, in a lengthy editorial 
entitled ‘‘ Associations,” remarks, with regret, that a certain section of English- 
men, especially the conductors of Anglo-Indian journals, are greatly opposed 
to everything which the natives may do with a view to attain to political 
importance in the sight of Government. Thus they are always found to 
decry all native newspapers as seditious, and now the Englishman has 
denounced the growth of what he regards as representative associations 
among the people, which he fancies are gradually attaining a political 
importance which is by no means desirable. 


7. The Bharat Sangskarak of the 21st May remarks, in reference to 
Mr. Money’s minute on the growth of intemperance, that the attempts of 
both this officer and the Lieutenant-Governor to prove that, in comparison 
with England, the consumption of spirituous liquor in Bengal is almost 
insignificant, were quite uncalled for and irrelevant to the subject. A 
comparison between the two nations, in regard to drinking, is extremely 
erroneous, from the fact that while the use of spirituous liquors is a national 
practice with the English, it is a sin in the case of a native of India. The 
information on which the minute is founded is not, we fear, accurate. Respect- 
able natives are better able to judge of the extent to which drunkenness 
prevails among their countrymen than the authorities. Mr. Money desires 
to’enhance the excise rates, but we do not see how this can check the growth 
of intemperance. In conclusion, it should be asked what is the result of so 
much search and enquiry and discussion in regard to this subject ? We ear- 
nestly beseech those that seek the welfare of the country to be untiring in 
their efforts against the growth of this vice. | 


8. The same paper makes the following observations on the Mofussil 
Municipalities’ Bill:—(1) Small and insignificant villages, owing to their 
close proximity to a town, are sometimes included in a municipality and are 
subjected to a high rate of taxation. This sorely presses on the poor inhabi- 
tants. Such villages should be excluded. (2) We do not see any need 
of the Municipal Commissioners going out by rotation after three years 
where such Commissioners are elected by the ratepayers themselves. (8) 


Epvucartionw Gaserrs, 
May 21st, 1876. 


BHARAT 
SanesKaRax, 


May 21st, 1876. 


Buagat 
SancsKaRAK. 


Hinpv Hiroisurrt, 
May 22nd, 18765. 


Dacca PRaKasH 
May 23rd, 1875. 


SaADHARANYI, 
May 23rd, 1875. 


Som PRAKASH, 
May 24th, 1875. 


Bom Praxasu. 


[= 3 


The power of dismissing a Commissioner for immoral conduct or remis- 
ness in performing his duties should be left to the Commissioners, otherwise 
they will have very little liberty of action, and business will seriously suffer 
if they are called on to humour all the local officials. (4) The power of 
electing the Chairman should be left to the Commissioners, otherwise their 
independence of action will be compromised. (5) The first and foremost 
charge on the municipal funds, the maintenance of the police, which 
needlessly swallows a large portion of this expenditure, should be confined 
within strictly defined limits. (6) The mofussil municipalities should not be 
empowered to set up bazars, as the exercise of such an authority may 
interfere with the rights of private individuals. 


9. The Hindu Mitoishint of the 22nd May, referring to the murders 
alleged to have been committed in Behar by the indigo-planters, remarks 
that the oppressions of the planter class have not yet abated. The attention 
of Government is drawn to the necessity of making enquiries into the 
subject. : 

10. The Dacca Prakash of the 23rd May is sorry to find that almost 
all the newspapers, in commenting on the Bill for the prevention of Agrarian 
Disturbances, have ignorantly remarked on the injurious consequences that 
will accrue to the tenantry from passing this Bill into law. The writers have 
most unjustly assumed that it is the zemindars alone that are primarily re- 
sponsible for these disturbances. In their eagerness to sympathize with the — 
ryots, they have overlooked the provisions favorable to the zemindars. They 
have not paid the least attention to the difficulties the landlords are put to 
from the refusal of their tenantry to pay what is due to them. The editor 
expresses his general concurrence with the provisions of the Bill, and only 
objects to the Collector being vested with almost absolute power, and the 
absence of all provision for making any appeals against his decisions. 

ll. The Sddhdrant of the 23rd May has the following in its summary 
of news :—Owing to the oppressions of the zemindar, most of the inhabitants 
of Parui (a village in the Burdwan district) are leaving their native village. 
The tale of oppression and injustice perpetrated by the zemindar is heart- 
rending. The ryots here do still believe in their absolute power. Woe to 
him who has the courage to say anything against his landlord. 

12. Adverting to the intelligence published by the Hnglishman, that a 
new Secretaryship of education will be shortly created under the -Indian 
Government, the Som Prakash of the 24th May remarks :—There is none to 
look to the interests of India. The Government does what it pleases with the 
Indian revenues ; while the natives have neither power nor right to open their 
lips in complaint. A number of Europeans, however, must be entertained at 
all events, so that it is not at all surprising that a new post like the one 
now under notice should be created. We, however, do not see the necessity 
of sucha measure. Government, it seems, has resolved on appointing several 
officers to the Education Department. There are the Director, Inspectors, 
and Deputy Inspectors ; and the Commissioners, the Magistrates and Deputy 
Magistrates. We do not see what there is for the new officer to do. He 
will have but little to do while the Lieutenant-Governor and the Director 
hold the positions they now do in the Educational Department. But if 
Government is determined to appoint a Secretary, let the needless director- 
ship be abolished; for what is the use of encumbering the Indian finances 
with a set of dummies P ; 

13. The same paper alludes to the hostility to natives that is displayed 
by the Anglo-Indian papers owing to the appointment of some natives as 


se (86). 
we camel the Hast Indian Railway line. The editor remarks that the 
! ower orders of natives are far superior in moral qualities to the lower orders of 
Europeans. While drunkenness prevails largely 
the native guards are almost totally free from this vice. 

14 The Sahachar of the 24th May, in an article on the proposed Rent 
Bill, observes that it is only when zemindars claim an enhanced rate of rent that 
the tenantry are obliged to form combinations and refuse to pay the rents. 
Hence it is not proper to vest the Collector with summary powers for fixing 
the rate, which may press heavily on the ryots. The fault lies with the 


zemindars. They should not in justice be allowed to demand or receive 
higher rents from the tenantry owing to the rise in the price of food and 


increased fertility of the soil. They do not in the least contribute to bring on . 


this improvement, and as such should not now be permitted to reap the profits. 

15. In reference tothe Municipal Bill before the Bengal Council, the 
same paper remarks that the charge of maintaining and keeping in good order 
roads, hospitals, and schools, whico has been hitherto defrayed from the Impe- 


rial funds, should not be thrown on the municipalities. They should also” 


be vested with the power of supervising and controlling the income derived 


from temples, which is generally squandered by the pdndds. Lastly, the — 


expenses of one municipality should not be borne by another. — 
16. An anonymous correspondent writes to the Behdr Bandhu, with- 


among the European guards, 
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out date, from Mozufferpore, to the following effect :—Mr. Croft, Inspector of 7 > 1875. 


Schools, visited the Model School on the 26th April last; and, after noticing 
the result of the examinations, made an entry in the Visitor’s Book, remark- 
ing “that he considered from this, either that students reading Hindi were 
more stupid than those studying Urdu, or that it occupies a far greater time 
in writing Hindi; it was therefore advisable to rescind the rule restricting 
Hindus to reading Hindi; and Muhammadans, Urdu.” The correspondent 
deems the conclusion at which the Inspector has arrived to be untenable, 
deduced as it has been from the result of the examination of only one school: 
for, as a matter of fact, there is little or no difference between Urdu and 
Hindi ; the distinction exists only in the formation of the letters ; and surely 
the study of the language cannot but promote wisdom or knowledge. Surely 
the Inspector could not have examined the Poosd and Darbhanga schools ; 
had he ems so, he would never have passed such an order as the foregoing. 
17. The editor of this paper begins an editorial by remarking that no 
injustice can last long, nor can the veriest twig move, except in obedience to 
some law. So when the creditors of the Nawd4b Nazim of Moorshidabad 
pressed their claims, a law was at once framed; and when the disturbances 
loom the zemindars and ryots began to wax intense, a Bill was drawn 
up. In respect of this latter, the editor wishes to know why Behar has been 
excluded from its operation ; for in this province there are Bhawalt pottahs 


ent in kind) which lead to much conflict. The zemindar prefers having 


ym 

a crops while standing estimated through an ameen, whilst the ryot desires 
the quantity to be determined after reaping; a great portion of the crop is 
often thus made away with, during the night, through the connivance of the 
ameen, who is generally bought over by the ryots, and this gives rise 
to various agrarian disputes. The Bhawdk tenure is not profitable to the 
ryot, but on the contrary leads to disturbance. The Legislative Council 
ought therefore to turn their attention towards this part of the country, and 
frame such a law as would tend to diminish all manner of dispute. 
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List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week — the 
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29th May 1875. 


No. Name. Place of publication. bape ey y» Date. 
1 “Uchit Bakta” Azimgunge, Moorshedabad | Bi-monthly 24th May. 
2 | “ Hits&dhini’”’ Burrisal - Weekly llth ditto. 
3 | “ Burrisal Bartébaha ... | Ditto eee Ditto 12th and 19th May. 
4 | “ Rungpore Dik Prakésh” .., | Kékinié, Rungpore Ditto 18th May. 
5 | “ Pratidhwani ... | Calcutta i Ditto 15th ditto. 
6 | “ Hindu Ranjika” ... | Bauleah, Réjehéhye ... | Ditto soe | 19th ditto. 
7 | “ Rajshahye Saméchér” ... | Karachméria, er Ditto 19th ditto. 
8 | ‘Amrita Bazar Patrika” ... | Calcutta Ditto 20th ditto. 
9 | * Education Gazette’’ Hooghly ‘si Ditto Zlst ditto. 
10 | “ Bharat Sangskérak” Harinévi, 24- -Pergunnahs Ditto Zist ditto. 
11 | “* Hindu Hitoishinf’’ Dacca ees Ditto 22nd ditto. 
12 | “ Dacca Prakésh”’ Ditto Ditto 23rd ditto. 
13 | “ S&dhérani”’ Chinsurah ... | Ditto 28rd ditto. 
14 | “Som Prakash Chéngripottéb, 24-Per-| Ditto 24th ditto. 
gunnahs. 
15 | “ Sahachar” Calcutta Ditto 24th ditto. 
16 | “ Sulabha Samachér” Ditto ... | Ditto 25th to 28th May. 
17 | “ SAptahik Sambéd” Bhowanipore, Calcutta ...| Ditto . | 28th ditto. 
18 | “ Saméchée Chandrik&” Calcutta “ ... | Bi-weekly 20th ditto. 
19 | “‘Sambad Prabhakar” _.... | Ditto Daily 18th to 25th May. 
20 | “ Sambad Pfrnachandro-| Ditto Ditto 21st to 27th ditto. 
a.” 
21 | “J ém-J ehaén-num&” (in| Ditto Weekly 21st and 28th May. 
Persian.) 
22 | “Urdu Guide” (in Urdu) ...| Ditto | .. | Ditto 22nd May. 
23 | “ Behér Bandhu”’ (ts Hind:) | Patna «. | Ditto | 26th ditto. 
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